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NHGENTIAL

2 apri) 1948

T Chief, Hediterranesn resu

|tk B Svief, Poreign Brosiesst Inforamstion Service

sateghefl herets nen Pandum to Qolonel “iite from aseemplavses
of the M7, nmgly, ‘ ‘

p videh wee 1eliversd i ereca dy

), to the andereigamsd =t

the B!  >7fleces Lia Talre, Zgyst an 35 spril 1048 st wilich $ime the
thres sx-suplaoyess Rsmed rDove were granted an interviev, They stated
that thelr griswanser reainet VBIS were tlearly outlimed in the
aftacted werorsndum, After carsfully r-:-iing the sStached weco-:ndam
I re lied tht T considerad Lrase grievinces o 211 {nds tiree
cutegurioe e follows:

1, 7Tt it woe slleged th-t 7Y lzxd not cumplied with
the Bgyptisa Lobor Lav iz offeet ing their dismiseal
snd $hot 18 wos Shelr desirs Lhut Lielr cases be Tew
exsmingd s the Ygyptlian Labar Lawe fally complied
vidk in erch come,

2, Tt trey dertred & cosk (syment ecuivaleat t3 the
tronsportation costs 89 tie commiries to whick VBT
asronmed the ree onsidilits of zending them iz lies of
tramsport-tica ia ¥inmd,

2, Thzé thay desied a fall and complete explomstin of
$he ressome for thelr dismisas),

Atk raferesce $3 1 -dowe, I =iqted Snct PRI fully intecsled
$o comuly in all respects =1%F ihe WAgyptisn Labor Laws znl thss
this ustter would Be referred 4o the legzl couassl in vnshiaghon,
5.6, w3 forther that 1f the ¥igyoti:m Lader Lav hsd not deea
compliod wvith, sm sdustaent 37 thefr 7is:l srments woulld de made,

Ak rafe-enee 3 2 Dove, T stobed $het § bed 2o mthorivatiom
$2 nze & cash settlement wigh them in liew of furniskiag Sranspors:tios
inMad dut thet tris urtter alse would “ave 4o b referred to wmy
lagal counsel fn :ahisgbon fur Pinel deeisiom,

¥ith raferente $2 3 Dove, I et -Sed thal ve were uader nc odligalica
to retxin pecile in sar semployment Tor any Jdefinite or iadefianits period
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(1% | ———
Chief, Mediterranesn Barem =3 29 April 1948

90 long ne ve complied with the Egyptisn Laber Laws, $hst I fully
1proved of the action takxen by the Chief, Msditerranean Rurem: in
their cnnes =mnd that I ves under no obligation to discuss it in detail
vith them sad 414 not propose to do so,

I then asked if there vere smy other guestions, | |
repliod that they 314 not believe th:t this matter could not be settled
nov in Cairo withoat reference $o ¥ashington and farther thzt as stated
in their memorandum they felt thay ware satitled to an explam~tion., I
then sdvised them thst 1f they questioned the truthfulness of $he foregoing
statements th:t there vas no point in contimuimg the interview and Shat
is, therefore, vould be closed, I sgreed, however, $o cable Washimgtem
Shis date requesting fimal decisioa in these cases De expedited, 111
thﬂlmnn& st isfoction with this srrangement and the laiorview
was ¢ .

L. K. WIIT%
Chief, ¥8TB

Attechment

0e23v0r0p
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e r SAr,

¥e the undersigned are five gr-emplovees of the F.2.1.8,, Meditar -unean
Barean who have » grievinee sgeined the Mministration and wish $o raise the
meiter vith you cersomslly - ns head of the whole organisation -~ 1a the hope
of adtoining redrezs,

‘e were employees of the British Nonitoriag Yervice durimg the war, bt
vh:n the laitter termin~ted i1te otivitios in feyvd, "r smsloymmmt ceme to an
snd and v vers n+44 the indemmity Aue t» us, nlus ne -eath netice, le were thon
resnployed by tre ‘marieans vhben thay took sver from the 3ritiek, Phis w-s i
asecordsnce 1ih » comtrzet whier explicitly ocatlimed she amount of aprmxl leave
$0 which anch em>lovee 10 entitlod, Throughout the 22 months of its existmcee,
the idmiristrotisa has thus nroeceded “n the basis thet each of ige eaployees
is entitled 4o 52 houre leave every three memths xnd hae granted leave om Yhat
Vasls to sever-l of 14e emyl 2 7% ¥arious $imes, VYe hove revestedly been mzig
%o waderstind - ne no m;@ vill ¢ afirm - $hat suen lesve oculd be 25X1
secumalated, Ta frck, the coBt~ned 18self sioeifienlly states thet leave can L
atcummlstod us $0 & maximue of 60 dayw, Wb i nee the Administration has only
bosn in existance for 22 month no employee is entitled st present %9 28 mach s
that,

Yo continued ¢ emvloyees of the B,B,1.5, umtil Marek 204k 1948 vhea w

vere adruptly, srd {n very pervemptery fadiom, givem motice of fmmediate digmi-
veal, vithout beimg given sny rossoms desvite ~ur repseted rocucsts for some exe
Plaantine, The sdministrative Offieer of PR 1.5, informed uz tusg  25X1
we would Be Haid our aslories $41! thes dey, t.0,, ¢ s dey of disalssal snd
that we would sleo be petd our sccumelzted annvusl lenve, But thet we were not el
$itled to receive :ny ocyment 1n Jieu of motice, cor any fdesmity for the .eried
of cur esployment, Nefore he sgreed to pry 8¢, however, and despite our vigorous proe
tewts, he insizted that each ome of us, trdividenlly, sign = written, jrepared st lee
meat in qusdruplicste to the effect thet wa rpd been psdd in nogordance vith the
ey sien Lebomr Lavw, T $wo of ue vho eucceded ia engaging ha in disenssicn oa
the esubject, of' the claims made B 11 five, he maintzined thet the trestment meled
Mt §o we wan for euperiur to thut to whieh we were sntitled under the :rifcles
of the FRgyptian taw, Phis viewpaimt he strongly defended sad insistently upheld
despite all our objactione and vrotests, Piaslly, as ve were all 8a wrgent nesd of
mongy at that time, we signed that strxtement. th adviously under duress, “eferrime
l1ater $o the Mgyptim Labour Law with whier maintsined thut he had 25X1
complied, ve disesvered $het: ) we were ontitied, aocording %o thed Lav, t: cae
moadh's notice, ss ve kel been employed on a momthly bnste, In Teet the sdministrae
Viom Iteslf =in tted t'la oDligetiom In a Prev! us case when was 25X1
Qsmissed ="ter only :Dout three months enploywent; she was § ' & =onth's
noties, The “wrotisn Ladoar Lav is sven more axplicit smd stipulates 354t Ac em-
Ployes can be di- alssed during 2 uoath dut mast Be paid his (or hee) fmll 134

@bm.

indem..

t111 the end “f the ealendar momrtl, plus one momgh's natd :2 ‘ £
entitled - . ;-in, secording to the erotisn Leabonr Lav - m u

rity, froeti.ne of o ysar Delmg sprroximeted, 1Ia oup case, h-ving besn em;loyed for
22 monthe, we -ers thus eatitled 2 30 days {ndemnity, Payment o8 such =a indomntly

LI
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cory i 2087

has boen sceested By the smerican irmy sad othar ‘meriean zathorities in Tgypt oo
previ me oseasions, anal ls now customery 2888,

Thase, widld = [mede ws sign © ststement to the af ect that we bhald 25X1
Yeen treated in cceordance with the Rgrp$ion Lader Law - tharely tactily recoge
nising tre morsl, 1f nst the legsl sBligstisa on $he idministrsfioa S0 shide Yy
that law « the Srestmeht mefed mi %o ws cont-avgned that Law im tve razpestst
s) ve vers not givem = momiR'’s actice and B) we were mot gives 30 days isdemmily,

rowever, meintzised Shet, = we had Desm paid sur peuml - tel
muusl lesve (in secoriance with sur eontroeb), and thet le-ve sxcesded $heh
stizalnted Yy Zgyotica Lav (ealy s minisum, kowever), s felt jJustified 1a
deducting the diffe-ence from vwhst wes dam %0 us in iademaity «ad notice, Ve
f1ad 18 very 21fficuls to follow kis roasoming, the Ngyotian heber Lav, Lo praved
employses, stiulates s minimam lexve of 14 Adxys; there iz n-thing o preveat
mmployers, however, from granting thelr am;loyeeslonger lecve $hen this miximmm,
:nd when wach » gramt is ectuslly stipulated B n writton contr.et signed Wy the
Crief of the Puresm himeelf, it wast mirely be Winding, Anmesl lexve, indemaity sd
nxtise re thren comyleiely sepsrsie provicions of the Labder Lew and canndl-
e8 pry legrl sdvtesr will usdoudtedly crafirn - de laterehzngesble, asr can one de
sudstituted, in pret or in whole, for he ety

25X1

vhem we ware seployed By she Rritist Mizistry of Iaforastion, .5, dariag the
wer, the Reitish mthorities snvamed the oBligstion to repalraate us to Palgarie
fan ~me case, st $0 Falestine in the faxar remeining wsees, 7This obligstion was
affieislly essamed by She imericas Hilitary Attache vhen the imsricsn Admiriefr:Alom
Sook sver in 1048 smd the rresent Adwinistrative "fficer, tes repmabedeo5y 1
1y srared us thot the imerican mathoritiss recognias this obligstica, Teb,
through 2o fuxll of owr wn, not Deling sble to prosesd t3 our home countries for
the noment, we will have to iacure $he expenzes of S avelling $2 vhulaver
sountry will weept us, Ye fesl sure, tharefore, thst ibe imoricsa anthoriiies
w11 understead the 41fficoulty of our position smd will intercres thelr
ablig-t! "m towsrds us 1A sueh o manner e 10 Dayas in cask suek expemses as woald
¥rve Deen i{mcurrad in repatristing us,

P yemwrive, we are ramastiag thet ve De zadds

5} ome moaik's nstice ir sgcorisaes »ith Lhe Sy -tian Lador Lav

®) 3M days {ademnity im seeorisnce vitk the Bgyotian Lalor Law

e) ReprAristion expemses in scesriznce Wtk the odligntioas aseamed
By the 7,3,1,8, st s legeay from tre Writish ;dminl ebratiom,

% REHLIRSELES

inelly, soart fros all monetazry consilerstions, il fiwvs f as wisk $0
sree n reeard sur vigorous rotest sgalnst the menser A our diemisssl wd
the 18ststant refasal oo the part of the idsinistrast n to glve uc aa sxplanbion,
we - B * commen orimimale But hove deen folthful onployess of She 7,3,1,3,, 7ob
we hve bgen treated sa if ve vere wctusl criminsls, Even wies cemght red-hended,
eriminale <re sllowed t» defend Shamselves; we were adt, ¥e easndt belisve th:d

0 vaoavyorop
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SOFT . 204857

this Srectasat is in keeping with the Best inerican traditions or $hat it
conforms with the ideale -f the American Way of Life, If there hnve Dess
reousations levelled sgainst us singly or colleetively by oersons icnowm or
unknowi, if thers is any evidemce incriminsting us in any way, we feel that we
sre entitled to0 some hesring smd that {e 12 an iafringement sf every moral
code th:t wash & hearing has se¢ far bdeen denied to us,

25X1
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